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Zone 8a – Southern Flower Gardening Timeline

Note:  Although this diagram is specific to zone 8a, attempts to make applicable 
to other gardening zones have been made.  However, it is suggested that you 
contact your local University’s Extension Service for detailed information 
specific to your area.

January
Enjoy the holidays!

October
Retrieve Soil Samples
(Multiple core samples to depth
 of approximately 6 inches)

November
Resolve soil test results, work into soil.  
Top-dress with humus  
Then . . Plant Seeds:  Bachelor Buttons, 
Larkspur, Poppies

December
Prune & Clean All Beds

February
Fertilize Trees & Shrubs
I use one to two handfuls of Osmacote
at the drip line

March
Pre-spring Cleanup and Mulch
Careful not to cover up 
seedlings from November

April
Begin Rose Spray Program
After risk of last frost:
Plant Annuals, New Perennials
Divide Perennials
Prune Azaleas (after bloom)
Begin fertilizer program to HT roses

May
Deadhead Roses & Perennials
Collect seed from Perennial Plants
Pull up old Larkspur, etc. so other perennial
plants will thrive

August
Prune back HT roses and other
perennials for production
of fall blooms

September
Fertilize (no slow release) 

roses & perennials
Enjoy fall bloom!


